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1 M President: the president of the Virginia Convention, Peyton Randolph.

2. of awful moment: of very grave imporiance.
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ANALYZE VISUALS
This painting shows
Patrick Henry speaking
to the Virginia House of
Burgesses. What different
attitudes are reflected in
the faces and postures of
his audience members?

RHETORICAL DEVICES
Reread fings -1, What
are some examples of
antithesis and what kind
of emphasis does it create’
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time, through fear of giving offense, 1 should consider mysclf as guilty of treason
cowatds my countrys and of an act of disloyalty cowards the majesty of heaven,
which 1 revere above all carthly kings. &

Mr. President, it 1s narural to man to indulge in the illusions of hope. We are
apt to shut our eyes againsta painful rruth, and listen to the song of that siren, gl
she transforms us 1to beasts.® Is this the part of wise men, 'cngaged in a great and
arduous struggle for liberty? Are we disposed to be of the number of those who,
having eyes, se¢c 0T, and having ears, hear not,! the things which so nearly concern
their teraporal salvation? For my part, whatever anguish of spirit it may cost, [ am
willing to know the whole truth—to know the worst and to provide forit. &

I have but one lamp by which my feet are guided; and that is the lamp of
experience. | know of no way of judging of the future but by the past. And
judging by the past, 1 wish to know what there has been in the conduct of the
British ministry for the last ren years, to justify those hopes with which gentlemen
have been pleased 10 solace themselves and the House? Is it that insidious smile
with which our petition has been lately received? Trust it not sirs it will prove a
snare to your feet. Suffer not yourselves to be betrayed with a kiss.>

Ask yourselves how this gracious reception of our petition cOMPOILS with these
warlike preparations which cover our waters and darken our land. Are fleess and
armies necessary 1o 2 work of love and reconciliation? Have we shown ourselves so
unwilling to be reconciled that force must be called in to win back our Jove? Let
us not deceive ourselves, sir. These are the implements of war and subjugation —
the last arguments to which kings resort. I ask genclemen, sir, what means this
martial array, if its purpose be not to force us o submission? Can gentlemen
assign any other possible motives for it? Has Great Britain any enemy in this
quarter of the world, to call for all this accumulation of navies and armies? No,
sir, she has none. "They are meant for us; they can be meant for no other. They
are sent over to bind and rivet upon us those chains which the Brirish ministry

have been so long forging. €

And what have we to oppose to chem? Shall we try argument? Sir, we have been
trying that for che last ten years. Have we anything new to offer on the subject?
Nothing. We have teld the subject up in every light of which it is capable; but it
has been all in vain, Shall we resott to entreaty nd humble supplication? What
terms shall we find which have not been already exbausted? Let us nob 1 beseech

you, sir, deceive ourselves longer. £

3. the iusions of hope .. into beasts: In the Odyssey of Homer, the goddess Circe tures men o her
tsland and then magically transfarms them into pigs. Henry suggests that the aillusions of hope” may
transform people in a simitar way.

4. having eyes...hear not: an allusion to Fzekiel 12:2 In the gible, which speaks of “who have eyes to 5e¢,
but see not, whe have ears to hear, but hear not”

5. betrayed with a kiss: an altusion to Luke 22:47—-48 in the Bible, wherein Judas betrayed Jesus tothe
Roman soldiers by kissing him and thus identifying him.
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Henry speals respectfully
of those with whom he
disagrees in lines 1-14.
What words might be
vocally emphasized to
show respect?

RHETORICAL DEVICES
What rhetorical device,
pesides a rhetorical
question, is on dispiay in
lines 18—21F What point
is he making about those
who don't want to fight?

insidious {Tn-sTd'é-es) adj
treacherous

comport (kemn-pdit}vte
agree

subjugation
{stib'je-ga’shan) n. contrel
by conguering

martia! {mér'she) adj
warlike

RHETORICAL DEVICES
Reread lines 2949
answering each of the
thetorical questions.

How is a listener likely to
respond to Henry's final :
statements in lines 340

GRAMMAR AND STYLE
Reread lines 43~46.
Notice the use of
declarative, interrogativ®:
and imperative sentente
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Vi Bloody Massacre perpetrated in, . . Baston on March Seh, 1770 (1770), Peul Revere. Colored engraving, Private
collection. fArt Resource, New York.
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L Sit, we have done everything that could be done to avert the storm which
o? is now coming on. We have petitioned; we have remonstrated; we have remonstrate
¢ supplicated; we have prostrated ourselves before the throne, and have implored {ri-mdn‘strat’) v. to object;
5 its interposition® to arrest the tyrannical hands of the ministry and Parliament. to protest strongly
Our petitions have been slighted; our remonstrances have produced additional
:. violence and insult; our supplications have been disregarded; and we have been

spurned, with contempt, from the foot of the throne. In vain, after these things,
may we indulge the fond hope of peace and reconciliation. There is no longer
any room for hope.

6. we have prostrated . . . interposition: We have thrown ourselves at the feet of the king and have begged
for intervertion.
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[ we wish to be free—if we meail to preserve inviclate those inestimable
privileges tor which we have been so long contending——if we mean not bascly to
sbandon the noble struggle in which we have been so long engaged, and which we
have pledged ourselves never to abandon until the glortous object of our contest
shall be obtained, we must fight! I repeat it, sit, we must fight! An appeal to arms
and to the God of Hosts is all that is left us!

They tell us, sir, that we are weal——unable to cope with so formidable an
adversary. But when shall we be stronger? Will it be the next weel, or the next
year? Wil it be when we ate rotally disarmed, and when a British guard shall be
stacioned in every house? Shall we gather strength by irresolution and inaction?
Shall we acquire the means of effectual resistance, by lying supinely on our backs,
and hugging the delusive phantom of hope, until our enemies shall have bound us
hand and foot? ,

Sir, we are not weals, if we make a proper use of those means which the God
of nature hath placed in our power. Three millions of people, armed in the holy

cause of liberty, and in such a country as that which we possess, are invincible by
any force which our enemy can send against us. Besides, sir, we shall not fight our
battles alone. There is a just God who presides over the destinies of pations, and
who will raise up friends to fight our battles for us. The battle, sit, is not to the
strong alone;” it is to the vigilant, the active, the brave. Resides, sir, we have no
election.? If we were base enough to desire it, it s now too late to retire from the
contest. There is no retreat but in submission and slavery! Our chains are forged!
Their clanking may be heard on the plains of Boston! The war is inevitable—and

et it come! [ repeat it, sir, let it come! §

-

Tt is in vain, sir, to extengate the matter, Gentlemen may cry; “Peacel peace! —
bus there is no peace. The war is actually begun! The next gale that sweeps from
the north? will bring to our ears the clash of resounding arms! Our brethren are
already in the field! Why stand we here idle? What is it that gentlemen wish?
What would they have? Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at
the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what course
others may take; but as for me, give me libexty, or give me death! O &

e

7 battie ...strong alone: an allusion to Ecclesiastes g:11in the Bible,“the race is not to the swift, nor the
battle to the strong.”

g, election: choice.

g. the next gale ... north: Some colonists in Massachusetis had already shown open rasistance to the
gritish and were on the brink of war.
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imAclate (Im-vi'a-47) adj.
not violated; intact

supinely {s60-pin‘lé) adv
in a manner with the face
upward

invincible {Tn-vTn'sa-hal)
adj. unbeatable

vigilant (v1{"s-ont) adj.
alert; watchful

RHETORICAL DEVICES
Why do you think Henry
repeats the word sir so
often in this paragraph?
Explain the likely effect of
this repetition as well as
that of the phrase “let it
comel”

extenuate
{Tk-stBn'yao-at) v te
lessen the seriousness of
especially by providing
partial excuses

PERSUASIVE SPEECH
How might the speaker’s
pace and emphasis
have changed over the
course of the speech!
How might his audience
have responded 0 thest
changes? Expl2in.




